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clerk. In 1864 he rose to be chief clerk and draughtsman, and 
was also admitted a Government land-surveyor. Being of an 
ambitious disposition, and the Surveyor - General’s department 
offering no prospect of further advancement, he succeeded in 
being transferred to the Attorney-General’s department, where 
he worked as law-clerk under Sir Michael Galwey for eleven 
years. In 1876 he accepted the appointment of Postmaster- 
General. During his tenure of office he introduced separate 
delivery windows for Europeans and natives, but his attempt 
to establish a postal delivery was unsuccessful. In 1877 he was 
appointed Master of the Supreme Court, which post he held till 
March 1881. He was Chairman of the Zulu War Commission 
appointed to decide upon the compensation to be paid to relatives 
of those who had fallen during the war; and for his “admirable 
report,” drafted with the assistance of Sir Henry Bale and Dean 
Green, he received the thanks of the Government and an expression 
of the Governor’s high appreciation. In 1894 a new office of 
Crown Solicitor and Parliamentary Draughtsman was created, and 
the then Prime Minister, Sir John Robinson, offered the post to 
Mr Finnemore. It was in this capacity that he, in 1896, 
accompanied Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson to Volksrust as legal 
adviser in connection with the Jameson Raid. In November 
1896 he succeeded to the Supreme Court Bench, and during part 
of 1903 and 1904 he acted as Chief-Justice, and towards the end 
of the latter year he retired. 

Apart from these services as a public official, Mr Finnemore 
did much to advance the cause of philanthropic, religious, and 
social organisations. He was an enthusiastic Freemason, and held 
the office of District Grand Master from 1882. To the cause of 
temperance he devoted much time; and as a member of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church he did much for the advancement 
of that body in Natal. He was, besides, a Fellow of each of 
the following Societies:—Royal Meteorological, Royal Historical, 
Zoological, Royal Geographical, Statistical, Anthropological Institu¬ 
tion, Royal Colonial Institute, and the Imperial Institute. 

Mr Finnemore died 27th July 1906. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society in November 1890. 

Joseph H. Freeman was born, 18th April 1845, at Stratford, 
Essex, where he resided all his life. A schoolmaster by profession, 
he devoted much time to popular lectures on astronomy. His 
preference for astronomy was due to his grandfather, Mr John 
Freeman, who was an intimate friend of Mr Epps, the first 
Assistant Secretary of the Royal Astronomical Society. Mr 
Freeman was for many years a most regular attendant at the 
Society’s meetings. He died on 5th February 1906. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Society on the 10th November 1871. 

Joseph Gledhill was born, 17th November 1837, at Bradford, 
Yorks. His early training was directed to the profession of a 
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schoolmaster, which he followed for some years. His own tastes, 
however, gradually won him over to the close prosecution of 
scientific study, and in 1868, when Mr Edward Crossley established 
his observatory in Halifax, he asked Mr Gledhill to undertake 
the work of observer. The measurement of double stars was 
a distinguishing feature of his work there, and the results were 
embodied in A Handbook of Double Stars , which was written 
with the co-operation of the Eev. J. Wilson, M.A. (now Canon 
of Worcester) and Mr Crossley. He also contributed several 
papers on planetary observations to the Monthly Notices of 
the R.A.S. 

The erection of the 3-foot reflector in 1885 (built by Dr 
Common, and subsequently presented to the Lick Observatory 
by Mr Crossley) promised a more extended sphere of work, but 
it was found that, for purposes of exact observation, the climate 
of Halifax was hopelessly unsuitable, and the serious use of the 
telescope was soon discontinued. 

After about two years of indifferent health, Mr Gledhill (soon 
after Mr Crossley’s death in 1905) removed to Hoddesdon, Herts, 
where he died on 20th March 1906. 

His scientific attainments were by no means a complete in¬ 
dication of his mental activity and varied tastes. He was an 
omnivorous reader, a very fair amateur violinist and organist, and, 
later in life, became an enthusiastic fisherman. Apart from his 
more serious work in astronomy, there are probably not a few 
amateurs living who have at some time or other felt their indebted¬ 
ness to his ready and willing assistance in their little difficulties. 

Mr Gledhill was elected a Fellow of the Society in May 1874. ^ 

f. h. c. 

William Johnston was born, 10th August 1819, at “ Stockholm 
Farm,” in the parish of Dumfries, Scotland. He was for many 
years a furniture manufacturer in Gloucester, but later dealt in 
curios, becoming an authority both in England and America. In 
1843 he married Miss Avery, of Gloucester, who died in 1898. 
He was interested in a variety of subjects, as may be judged from 
the titles of his pamphlets,— The Machinery of the Heavens; The 
Immortality of all Living Creatures', Are Intoxicating Beverages 
Necessaries of Life? He died on 10th January 1907, leaving four 
sons and four daughters. 

Mr Johnston was elected a Fellow of the Society on 8th 
January 1897. 

Alfred Edward Nicholls was born in 1866 at Stroud, 
Gloucestershire. Immediately on leaving school he went to sea, 
and after serving in all grades as a mariner, identified himself with 
a small nautical school in Limehouse, of which he became principal 
in 1894. Under his management it became one of the most suc¬ 
cessful schools of navigation in the country. On the completion of 
the Passmore Edwards Sailors’ Palace at Limehouse, three years ago, 
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